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Stories Eminently Worth Telling of Experiences and Adventures

in the Great National Struggle
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THE 12TII IXI

One Ycnr of Cnmimlcnlngr in tlic Slien
nntlonlt anil Around Wnslilnfrfon

Bditor National Tribune I have not
jeen any history of the 12th Ind in your
raluable paper and would like to Rive
I short sketch of the regiment and of
Co F my company Co F was raised
in Fort Wayne and the country around
t enlisted April 27 1S61 for three

If

THE LADIES WOULD WALK IN TIIE
STREET RATHER THAN WALK UN-

DER
¬

THE FLAG

months and when we reported at In-

dianapolis
¬

they did not want three
months men they wanted them for
three years or during the war The
regiment took a vote to go for three
years and It was voted down We were
then given the chance to enlist for one
year which we did and the regiment
was ordered to Evansville to guard the
Ohio River Our company was station-
ed

¬

at Newburg and we had nice quar-
ters

¬

in a college building and a good
time but we had a sad accident We
hid Just received news of the first bat-
tle

¬

of Bull Run and two guards were
talking about it and one of them said
he wished he had been in tho battle
The other guard cocked his gun and
seeing no cap on pointed It at the oth-
ers

¬

head and pulled the trigger The
gun went off shooting him through the
head killing him instantly The one
that shot the gun was a relief and did
not know the gun was loaded As he
pointed the gun at his comrade he said
If a rebel should point his gun at you

you would run I was sitting in my
tent and saw the whole thing As I
was the fifer of our company and had
to play the Dead llarch at the funeral
I selected an old hymn and it was a
sad time as we lay our comrade away
In a short time we received orders to
report to Washington D C but when
we arrived at Harrisburg the order was
countermanded and we were ordered
instead to Harpers Ferry We were
stationed in Pleasant Valley for a while
near Maryland Heights and we had a
nice time We were stationed at An
tietam all the following Winter guard ¬

ing the Potomac River We had nice
quarters at Antletam While stationed
at Antletam we had another sad acci-
dent

¬

Comrade Newton Bingham was
on guard between Antletam and Har-
pers

¬

Ferry on the banks of the canal
and Potomac River A canal boat came
along loaded with shells Comrade
Bingham got one of the shells and
thought he would have some fun so
he made a fuse and set It on fire and
hid behind a tree waiting for it to ex-
plode

¬

After waiting some time he
thought It had gone out and so went
to look and as he was near the shell it
exploded and killed him instantly He
was one of the finest boys In the com-
pany

¬

In March 1862 we went to Winches ¬

ter where we had our headquarters on
one of the main streets nnd hung our
flag over the sidewalk The ladles of
Winchester would not walk under the
flag They lifted their dresses and went
out Into the street In the mud shoetop
deep rather than walk under the flag
We were stationed at Winchester seven
days and were then ordered to Manas-
sas

¬

Junction We had to put down a
pontoon bridge across the Shenandoah
River The first night we camped on
the Blue Ridge and the next day we
got to a place called Aldie and were
putting up our tents and getting supper
Vhen we got orders to return to Win
chester where there was fighting going
on We packed up and marched all
bight to the place we had left the morn ¬

ing before nut down the pontoon bridge
again and started for Winchester and
when within a few miles of that place
word came the fight was over and we
were ordered back to Manassas June
tlon

We thought we would take Richmond
before our time was out but we gave it
up and about the 1st of May 1S62 we
were ordered to ashlngton for dls
charge We were reviewed by the Pres
ident at the White House President
Lincoln came out on the teps and gave
up some good advice thanked us for
what we had done and aaid he wished
cl that could would enlist again I will
never forget his looks He had just re-
turned

¬

from the front He looked like
a farmer but he did not talk like one
A R McCurdy Co F 12th Ind Fort
Wayne Ind

GEN HOOD CORRECTED

He Xevrr DrMrovcil the IItIiIkc Over the
Kloivnh IMvrr

Editor National Tribune I nm fol ¬

lowing with great interest your history
now running In The National Tribune
Usually histories are rather dull read-
ing

¬

but somehow you have the faculty
Of making your histories Interesting I
am also deeply Interested In Hoods

Advance and Retreat the more so
ta doubt because I was over the scene

of much of his campaigning In the West
It Is almost amusing to read in the last
two or three numbers of The National
Tribune of how near he came around
Atlanta with 50000 men to putting
to rout Shermans SO000 seasoned vet-
erans

¬

The trouble with Hood is that
he was trained In Virginia where our
Generals were so much outclassed by
the Confederate leaders Had our arm-
ies

¬

there at the beginning been led by
Generals of the Grant Sherman and
Thomas type the record would have
been far different and Lee Longstreet
and Stonewall Jackson would have cut
but little figure as military geniuses
In your issue of May 24 Hood makes a
very erroneous statement In speaking
of sending his cavalry to cut Sherman s
communications and cracker line In
August 1SC4 he says AVheeler destroy ¬

ed the railroad bridge over the Etownh
River Xow if this were true I think
the 48th and 59th Ind and the Buena
Vista Battery 6th Wis which were
stationed there guarding that river and
the wagon bridge over it from July 12
to Nov 15 1864 would have found it
out This statement of Hoods will no
doubt be surprising news to the sur-
vivors

¬

of these organizations and to
many others who rode over that same
railroad bridge as late as November
when Sherman started on the march to
the sea and we of the battery went to
the aid of Pap Thomas at Nashville
The nearest Hood ever came to getting
that bridge was when Oct 5 he sent
Gen French with one of his largest in-
fantry

¬

divisions to capture Allatoona
five miles by railroad from us Had
Allatoona fallen at that time our fate
and that of these bridges would not be
hard to guess unless we had been
quickly reinforced The story of the
reinforcement and salvation of Alla-
toona

¬

Is familiar to all students of the
history of the great rebellion and need
not be repeated E J Orr 6th Wis
Battery- - Nodaway Iowa

ARTILLERY AT VICKSBURG

The Snp and Other OpcrntloiiH on IOKnnn
Front

Editor National Tribune It Is a rath
er delicate task to take up the pen
lHUlL U 11UICU tX WlllL 1 L UIIlldUL
McElroy and one who stands so high
in favor with the comrades of the G
A R yet I have this udvantage that
my statements are from persona ob-
servation

¬

while his covering sc large
a territory are of necessity mostly from
hearsay

To the best of my recollection there
was no artillery between the White
House and the rebel fort until Gen
Grant in person without even an or-
derly

¬

with him came out along the
rifle pits where we were shooting
through the head logs at the angle
where White Houso Battery was after ¬

ward planted and Inspected the posi-
tion

¬

for a battery to play on the rebel
gun over In front of Ransoms Brigade
that was giving us so much trouble
The White House Battery was then put
in at that angle but did not succeed in
silencing the rebel gun We went over
the location of this gun after the sur
render and saw how the fort was built
to save the gun from destruction It
was ingeniously built and paid us well
for the trouble of going to see it There
never was a naval battery between the
White House and Fort Hill located on
the south side of the main road and 40
rods eastof our main line of battle One
day during the siege Lieut Coiven of
Co B went across the road from their
camp to be in line of the battery and
wnere they were firing to when one of
the shells that they had fired bursted
and one of the pieces struck the Lieu
tenant on the fleshy part of the hip

The history of the White House got
ten up by the Illinois Central Railroad
since the house was rebuilt Is the best
history of it that I have seen and it
tells you Just where the battery was lo
cated Logans Sap as the approach
to Fort Hill was called did not start in
as indicated by the diagram shown In
the paper It started within a few feet
of the southeast corner of the White
House and bore away u little north of
west until It reached the location of
White House Battery when It turned a
few points to the south un
til It reached the earth thrown
out by the building of Fort Hill and
then followed along parallel with the
rebel works For a protection to the
men while they were digging this sap
they built a great roller of vines and
cane filled with cotton and as fast as
they moved this forward they built
great boxes across the top of the san
and filled them with dirt This was the
protection the men had instead of the
ziz zags as shown in tho diagram

l do not think that the sap crossed
the main Jackson road at all until it
reached the angle of the fort and paral-
leled

¬

their works My brother who was
with me there Is of tho same opinion
The dirt on our battle line was thrown
up in front for rifle pits and this was
taken no doubt for a part of the sap
but the sdp proper commenced at the
corner of tho house

When we marched in there on the
morning of the 19th of May we followed
down Glass Bayou until we carne to the
ravine Just east of the house
when we followed up that to
the Jackson road and then west
along the road until we reached a point
airectiy somn or tne east end of houso
when we filed right until we could un-
cover

¬

then fronted with the right of
the regiment near the houso and the
left resting on the road Frank S
Wells Co H 45th 111

Raid on MrMlnnrllle
Editor National Tribune In vour his-

tory
¬

of the Army of the Cumberland
speaking of the raid on McMinnville
Tenn April 20 1863 by Gen Rey¬

noldss Division Fourteenth Corps
mention Is made of the death of a mem-
ber

¬
of the 123d HI Tho writer was a

member of the 105th Ohio Halls Bri-
gade

¬
to which the 123d was also at¬

tached at that time and witnessed the
burial of the dead comrade The pecu-
liarly

¬
sad circumstances made an im ¬

pression on the mind that 43 years of
time have not erased The comrade
was taken sick after leaving camp at
Murfrcesboro and was being conveyed
In an ambulance On the night of the
27th the brigade marched till nearly
midnight in a drenching rain storm
going into bivouac about a mile from
Alexandria During the night the sick
soldier died and before resuming the
inarch in the morning his remains were
burled In an open field close to the
road and a barricade of fence rails
erected Many times since have thoughts
of the tragic incident come Into the
writers mind and he has wondered If
the dust has since been removed to sa ¬

cred ground or whether some careless
unsympathizlng hand had removed all
evidence of the lonely grave Chas K
Radcllffe 452 25th St Detroit Mich

The SlcCumner Dill
M N Shaw Orchard Hill Kensing

ton X H strongly favors the passage
wi me iuuvumDer Bin

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE WASHINGTON D C THURSDAY AUGUST 30 1005

S1WXISII FORT

It Fell on Saturday April 0 1SC5

Editor National Tribune Tho dis-
pute

¬

between the two wings of the
army of Gen Canby as to who took
Spanish Fort and the date It was taken
will never bo settled so long as each
wing thinks it did it all and as to
date whether a day begins at midnight
or at reveille If you will refer to my
plan of Mobile Bay in a recent National
Tribune you will perceive that Spanish
Fort was built upon a round hill of con-
siderable

¬

height and extensive dimen-
sions

¬

so that the right hand could not
have known by sight what the left
might be doing An account by A M
Gurnsey Co E 124th 111 in an old
National Tribune of a date with Vests
loss of a bet on Blaines nomination at
Chicago on reverse of slip I have tells
how they marched northwest guided
by a rebel deserter to the road from
Blakely passing east of Spanish Hill
and to the south some distance from the
bay shore then faced north till
stopped by Gen Smith and were or-

dered
¬

to the southwest This brought
them to the rear of the main works of
the fort which was built to oppose any
force following up the eastern shore
under cover of our fleet Our army hav ¬

ing reached that position the fort was
rendered useless and the sooner it was
evacuated the better for them He says

On tho afternoon of April 8 by order
of Gen Smith Gen Canby was chief
in command all the guns on the lino
opened Are upon tho rebel works After
bombarding for four hours the 8th Iowa
marched In column along the bay when
the tide was out inside the rebel works
formed a line of battle and threw out
skirmishers advanced up the hill and
the 124th 111 marched in the same way
that the Sth Iowa did and was the sec-
ond

¬

regiment Insido tho fort Comrade
Burrows 95th 111 notwithstanding who
says it was in the early twilight It was
after 8 p m when the 8th Iowa went
in and the bombardment ceased There
were no works there and no rebels In
sight This makes the position an out-
work

¬

rather
Now soon after taking that southwest

course on Gen Smiths orders and be-

fore
¬

the bombardment of four hours
placing it beforo 4 p m April 8 they
struck the reserve pickets and had a
foot race for the rebel works When
the last rebel went over tho works our
skirmish line was not over 100 yards
behind and then great guns didnt
they open fire upon us

This shows that that part of the
works were then evacuated when they
went inside and found nobody This
explains what the naval picket boats
had seen all that night till 3 a m when
the last boat passed loaded to the
guards on the way to Mobile The fort
was evacuated at its weakest point first
and those upon the south side opposite
Gen Canby s headquarters held our as
saulting columns till the last moment
then skedaddled for that last boat Now
If Saturday April 8 continued until
reveille next morning the fort was tak
en possession of on April 8 but if Sun-
day April 9 commenced at midnight
notwithstanding that the assault com
menced on Saturday afternoon and con
tinued on Canbys side till 3 a m fol
lowing the fort was taken possession of
by assault and driving the robels out at
3 a m Sunday morning April 9 1865
according to the watch of the naval
picket boats officer witnessing that as-
sault

¬

and the passing of the rebel boats
to and fro Joseph A Stuart Meta
comets Launch Palo Alto Cai

Love for the Old Fine
Editor National Tribune I read In

your issue of June 7 the article on
Only Old Glory and am heartily in

harmony with its sentiments I was
not privileged to see an American Flag
until 16 years old and it was a case of

love at first sight At the age of 26
I was serving as a soldier under Its
starry folds in the 15th N Y Engineers
You may read of my love for the dear
old Flag In the accompanying verses of
my song which I issued In sheet music
form several years ago George E Til-
ly

¬

Lieutenant Co B 15 th N Y Engi-
neers

¬

Jamaica X Y

The Denr Old Fine
Copyright 1896 by George E Tilly

We love our starry banner bright
Proud emblem of the free

It floats above in azure light
Where all the world may ece

Chorus
Oh how we love the dear old Flag

Freedoms glorious emblem bright
Its Stars and Stripes shall proudly wave

To give the world its wondrous light

Our colors thus the world may see
Emblem of liberty

Oppressed of earth to us may como
And live and find a home
Chorus

No alien flag no traitor rag
Shall ever be unfurled

Our Stars and Stripes shall ever float
iroud ensign of the world
Chorus

No North no South no East no West
One Xation we will be

United indivisible
This land of llbety I

Chorus

In God our Nations trust shall be
Tribute of praise we bring

Let anthems swell on land and sea
A grateful people sing
Chorus

To Him who rules in heaven and earth
Our voices we will raise

And He who gnve our Nation birth
To Him eternal praise
Chorus

Time Something Was Done
Mrs Jemima McAnulty 104 W 129th

St New York City N Y who Is the
widow of a veteran thinks It Is high
time the few remaining men of tho civil
war tried to rectify tho wrongs that the
widows of veterans have suffered She
thinks the widows of husbands who
were killed In the war do not deserve
tho consideration or help that those
women do who have nursed their
woundod husbands through years of
suffering in bo many cases losing their
own health by this care

Gen John C Kelton Gnrrlnon
Gen John C Kelton Garrison 5

Army and Navy Union is located at tho
National Military Home Ohio Our Gar-
rison

¬

is small but wo make up what
we lack in members by good work Our
Endowment Association has 22 mem-
bers

¬

Henry Hart Co A National Mil ¬

itary Home Ohio

A Vermont Pout
E B Trest Post C4 Post Mills Vt

has re elected Henry Titus for Com ¬

mander The Post lost one of Its char-
ter

¬

members recently In the person of
Horace Putman 16th Vt There were
nine deaths last year and three the
year before which brings the present
membership down to the small number
of 21 The Womans Relief Corpi is a
great help to the Post and Is a very
active wide awake organization

FICTUItE OF ANDEUSOXVILIE
We have still on hand a very few

ODeas fine large picture of Anderson
ville the very best picture of that hor¬

rible place ever published Many hun-
dreds

¬

of them have been sold at 5 a
piece We will send a copy of the pic-
ture

¬

securely Inclosed in a stout tube
for a club of four yearly subscribers
It makes an excellent addition to the
furnishings of a Post Room

Address THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE
Washington D C f

AWAY IQWP SOUTH IN DIXIE

Chnnccn for Ilurae Seekerx nnd Filmier
In til Southern Stntex

Editor National Tribune Since the
article Why Go to Canada was pub-
lished

¬

in The National Tribune of June
2S the writer has been snowed under
with inquiries and finding it impossible
to make a personal reply to each I will
endeavor to make a general statement
covering the points of Interest In more
than 200 letters received up to date

During the past eight weeks I have
carefully noted weekly reports on tem-
peratures

¬

of various localities A sum-
mary

¬

is that Abilene Dodge City Kan ¬

sas City St Louie Minneapolis Chicago
and New York have shown from eight
to 14 degrees of heat greater than Jack-
sonville

¬

Fla south Georgia or south
Alabama

Statistics show the death rate ac-
cording

¬

to population and from any
and all causes to bo from 18 to 26 per
cent lower for Alabama and Georgia
than for the noted health resorts of
California and Colorado

Rain has been all that could be de ¬

sired not too much nor too little until
during the past week when it has been
just a little too plentiful and frequent
but not serious as yet

The Elberta peach crop has been
marketed at from 2 to 4 the average
being fully 3 per bushel net The best
grade of land in this section is not given
to peaches yet the yield is from 350 to

600 per acre
I have no reliable data at hand Just

at this time In regard to melons canta-
loupes

¬

tomatoes and cabbage but the
fact that many engage in growing and
shipping these products in preference to
peaches and other fruit is significant

The Tolinecii- - Crop
The harvest of the tobacco crop is

now beginning It requires 90 days to
mature from the setting of the plants
It Is air cured in from two to six weeks
depending on the weather The Suma-
tra

¬

shade grown tobacco brings 60
cents per pound as soon as cured and
the yield is usually 1200 pounds to the
acre frequently more This tobacco is
used exclusively for cigar wrappers and
is so thin and fine that one pound of it
will wrap 500 cigars Georgia tobacco
took the first prize at the Paris Exposi ¬

tion and the Worlds Fair at St Louis
Sun grown tobacco in Georgia Is grown
from the Cuban seed and is used for
cigar filler It brings 20 cents per pound
as soon as cured and one acre produces
from 1000 to 1600 pounds

The largest tobacco farm in the world
Is In Decatur County south Georgia

Tho northern portions of Alabama
and Georgia are as hilly and even moun-
tainous

¬

as western Pennsylvania or
southeastern Ohio The central nnd
southern parts of each State have alter-
nate

¬

areas of flat lands and hill lands
not high hills but high rolling lands
covered with long straight yellow pine
timber which yields turpentine and
rosin The timber is first turpentined
for three or four years then cut Into
lumber There Is no underbrush In
these plney woods you can drive any
where In a buggy Thick brush aiong
the streams and along the little valleys
of the streams will be found an abund-
ance

¬

of the valuable hardwoods such
as ash hickory gum cherry walnut
various kinds of oak mulberry etc

The soil of the flat areas of country is
good for corn cotton sugarcane sweet
and Irish potatoes peanuts etc but
the more elevated Lands Is best for to-

bacco
¬

nnd fruits The hill lands will
raise as good products as the flat lands
while the flat lands will not give the
luscious flavor to fruit nor the color
texture aroma nor value to tobacco that
the hill land will do

Wnter
Many fine springs of pure freestone

water are to be encountered anywhere
In the hill land but tho water to be
found In sprlngstor shallow wells In the
flat lands hadbest be avoided for house
use While exceedingly near and pure
to look at yet It Is filtered through a
sort of decomposed lime rock and the
natives say Its use for any protracted
length of time during the warm season
will Induce malaria However wells
bored to a depth of 150 to 300 feet on
the flat lands Insure good water Land
now held at from 15 to 25 per acre
which is the best to be found anywhere

In the South could have been bought
in 1900 for from 2 to 4 per acre If
I may be allowed the prediction It will
bring 200 an acre within the next six
years Why Because any Intelligent
farmer knows that land that will net
from 200 to 600 per acre every year
Is worth It and more Five or 10 acres
well fertilized and well tilled Is a big
farm for any man and In production
equals any really big farm In the North
or West

Grttlnjc the Innd
Land is owned here in areas of from

250 acres one lot to many thousands
of acres and for some unexplained and
unexplainable reason the owners refuse
to cut It up so that men of small means
can secure a home They are willing
and even anxious to sell and the price
per ncre Is very reasonable but It must
all go together What an opportunity
for a Carnegie Morgan or Rockefeller
to help worthy people to create good
homes which would make more endur-
ing

¬

monuments to their momorles than
all the libraries this side of China and
would also glvo them a better balance
on St Peters ledger

As before stated tho land of the
South Is owned In large tracts and no
amount of argument will induce the
owners to cut the land Into such small
tracts that a farmer of small means can
secure what he desires and can pay for
This featuro alone has retarded the
agricultural development of the South
more than anything else There are
two ways to secure this land to develop-
ment

¬

ono Is for a man or company of
men who have the means and the spirit
of enterprise and development to pur-
chase

¬

desirable tracts of this land and
make it possible for the settlers The
other is for a number of settlers to get
together in such sufficient number so
that their united capital will securo a
body of land and then divide it propor-
tionately

¬

among themselves Titles are
unquestionable

The land in Florida Alabama and
Mississippi is sectlonlzcd the same
as in Iowa Indiana Ohio Illi-
nois

¬

etc while in Georgia the
land Is surveyed Into lots 60 chains
square and containing 250 acres more
or less accordingrto the accuracy of the
survey and unspecified number of these
lots constitutes-a-distric- t without refer-
ence

¬

to any meridian or base line In
some of the other Southern States as
North Carolina the land is bounded by
meander llncswlthout reference to sec-
tions

¬

lots districts or meridians
Railroad

The ownership of large tracts of land
by comparatively few people has
brought about as peculiar condition in
the South In the respect that tho coun-
try

¬

is threaded with a network of rail-
roads

¬

In addition to the numerous navi-
gable

¬

streams and the means of trans-
portation

¬

are greatly in excess of any
products to be transported outside of
coal lumber turpentine and the iron
products of Birmingham Whllo the
general trend of the railroads in the
past has been east west and north
many charters are now being taken for
lines running north and south to the
Gulf porta

Great activity is now being shown at
Tampa Carrabelle Apalachlcola St
Joseph Bay 6t Andrews Pensa
cola and Mobile Bay and tho
Southwest Pass at New Orleans
Is being rapidly yushed to completion
Within a very few years the Gulf ports
above mentioned owing to their geo-
graphical

¬

location and railroad connec-
tions

¬

will be the greatest centers of for-
eign

¬

commerce In the United States if
not in the world The completion of the
Panama Canal means more to Georgia
Florida and Alabama than to any other
section of country

4U the products from tat gfaaA Cen

tral and Northern States bound for tho
Orient the Pacific Coast South America
or anywhere else will pass through the
Gulf ports The demands of the world
will bo at the doors of the South for her
lumber coal and Iron without being
forced into competition with other sec-
tions

¬

of tho United States
At the same time her greater railroad

and water facilities wjtll place her early
matured products from the farms in all
the Northern cities With an equable
climate the whole year round with a
soil that will produce nnythlng with a
health record second to none with mo3t
excellent seaports and harbors and con-
necting

¬

railroad lines reaching every-
where

¬

with her products of coal Iron
lumber cotton tobacco say
WhntH the Matter With the South Any ¬

how f

She lacks nothing but people ener ¬
getic lively busy people and she soon
will have them The negro Is not a
factor to be considered for a minute in
tho development of the South How ¬

ever this article will not admit of any
reference to this question but I hope
to have an opportunity to show you In
the near future where he has not only
been a detriment to the South all these
years but a scarecrow to the people of
the North

As a scarecrow he stands about on
the same baso as the yellow fever Oh
yes we did not Intend to skip a little
explanation about Yellow Jack Xow
it has been fully and amply demonstrat-
ed

¬

by Gen Wood in Cuba and later by
Mr Shouts on the Isthmus that yellow
fever and cMrt filth and squalor are
synonymous Wherever a clean up
has been made yellow fever ceases to
exist As our new Southern towns are
building with tho sanitary features that
were not known or thought about five
or six years ago so in the next five
years yellow fever will be but a mem ¬

ory
While the negro question the cul-

ture
¬

of cigar leaf tobacco how shade
tobacco Is grown truck farming and
many other questions are probably of
great interest to you vet I feel that it
is not exactly right to occupy too much
of the valuable space of The National
Tribune at this time in detailing these
matters When many correspondents
require a similar reply I shall endeavor
to use the columns of our mutual friend
but I shall as much as possible reply to
all particular inquiries personally I
hope to make a trip through Ohio and
Illinois and possibly Missouri during
November and December on personal
business and I might find time to meet
a few appointments for a public address
relative to a general description of the
South and her resources provided It
will be of benefit to the people and the
appointments are mado a sufficient time
in advance C Hudson Civil Engineer
BalnbrJdge Ga

The 40th Ky
Editor Xational Tribune Please give

a sketch of the 40th Ky Lloyd Mc
Gtll Lieutenant Co G 40th Ky De
mossville Ky

The 40th Ky was organized at Gray-
son

¬

and Falmouth from July 30 1863
to servo one year and mustered out
Dec 30 1864 The Colonel was Clinton
J True It belonged to the Army of
the Ohio and lost nine killed and 91
died from disease Editor National
Tribune

Tho Chnney 11111

William H Coombs 9th X Y H A
San Angelo Tex hopes that the graded
pension bill of Representative Chancy
will bo passed He Is now past 76 years
old and no doubt that he and many
thousands of others will pass away be-

fore
¬

the service pension can be granted

A Rebel IHatory of the War
Editor Xational Tribune I have

been reading somo Southern histories
of the war including Jeff Daviss Rise
and Fall of the Southern Confederacy
Jeff tells soma whoppers but the big¬

gest bragging I have yet read 13 a his-
tory

¬

written by one who calls himself
Hcros Von Borckc of tho 3d Prussian
Dragoons and lately Chief of Staff to
Gen J E B Stuart Vol I After
giving an account of how ho came to
tho South he says I converted my
gold Into Confederate money at a bro ¬

kers at the liberal rato of two for one
and thought It a ery clever financial
operation Theres whore you missed
It Von Borcke You should have
waited a year or two longer for you
could have traded a 5 gold piece for a
hatful of Confederate money and even
at that rato it would not have been a
very clever financial operation on your
side Vol I pages 58 and 59

I felt a stunning blow across my
spine and at tho same time my horse
rolled over with me A solid shot had
passed close to my horses back and
knocked over both horse and rider
Vol 1 page 63 tells of a tremendous
bayonet fight between a Texan and
Xew York Zouave They pierced each
other through and through and their
dead bodies had been found standing
erect In the very attitude In which each
had received his deathwound Page
67 he tells of capturing Government
stores found great pyramids of barrels
of white and brown sugar of salt fish
and eggs packed In salt These were
blazing on all sides One of the burn ¬

ing barrels of eggs we knocked open
and found its contents roasted Pages
SI and S5 The gray squirrel Is
smaller than the red or fox squirrel I
had some repugnance to eating them
at first a disagreeable suggestion in
their appearance of rats but William
out negro cook mado n pie of them
and I had the satisfaction to find the
pate highly relished by my lord Pages
90 and 91 telling about a fire Von
says After half an hours work we
succeeded In getting the fire under con-
trol

¬

Gen Stuart gave the ladies a
most absurd and extravagant account
of my exertions declaring he had seen
me running out of the burning build-
ing

¬

with a mule under one arm- - and
two little pigs under the other

Vol II page 60 Looking at Stuart
I saw him pass his hand quickly across
his face I discovered that one of the
numberless bullets that had been whis ¬

tling around him had cut off half of
his beloved mustache as neatly as it
could havo been done by the hand of
an experienced barber Page 115

The Yankees gavo a most amusing de-
scription

¬

of me In their newspapers In
their accounts of the fight it was stated
that the rebels In their charge had been
led on by a giant mounted on a tre-
mendous

¬

horse and brandishing wildly
over his head a sword a3 long and big
as a fence rail who mado a terrible
impression on their troops Pages
119 and 120 I saw ono of our sol-
diers

¬

throw up his arms and fall heav-
ily

¬

to the ground I hastened to his
side and finding that the ball had
struck him right in the middle of the
forehead I regarded him a3 dead A
few hours after ho had recovered suf¬

ficiently from tho shock to return to
his post of duty The ball striking
obliquely had glanced passing between
the cuticle and skull all around the
head emerging at last from the very
place it had entered Von says

Resting my head upon it I fell at
once Into a deep sleep from which I
was presently awakened by something
crawling over my hand I quickly
shook off the object which gave out a
sharp rattling sound and which I per

I as a of Co

State

ceived in tho bright light of tho mooa
to bo a snako more than four feet ialength that raised itself at me in aa
attltudo that meant mischief It waa
tho work of a moment to draw my keen
Damascus blado and sever the reptile
in twain I dealt yet several heavy
blows on the snake and the noise of
tho encounter aroused tho General with
the whole of his staff Arms In their
hands they hastened to tho scene ol
action believing that not fewer than a
hundred Yankees had fallen upon me
In the I amused myself with
my revolver shooting a tremendous
bullfrog of the swamps nearly as larg
as a rabbit

In describing one of his horses Von
says I could fire from his back as
accurately as on foot and the animal
seemed to understand perfectly his
masters intentions so that whenever I
raised my revolver my faithful black
however excited ho might havo been
the moment before stood as quiet as
possible ono forefoot raised from tho
ground scarcely breathing until the
shot had been fired etc Guess
Vons horse was a pointer After
reading Vons history of the war and
of the great deeds he performed I con-
clude

¬
It was fortunate for the Unionarmy that there was only one of those

terrible Vons in the rebel army I can
imagine what tho result would havo
been had there been 29 or 30 of these
with swords as long and big as fence
rails Von should have done his light ¬
ing in Ireland Snakes and bullfrogs
would have saved him many scares
When I began reading his book X
thought he was Joking when he wroto
it but I guess he believed he was giv¬
ing nothing but fact Possibly the ap¬
plejack he tells about caused him to see
things as ho did He probably can
make the peoplo of Prussia believe hl3
stories but the Americans never J
M Barron Co K 9th Ind Third Bri ¬
gade First Division Fourth Corps

Col StrelchtN Surrender
Editor Xational Tribune On my

way to attend the dedication of Chicamauga In 1895 I stopped over night at
Xashvllle and there got Into a conver-
sation

¬

with a Confederate soldier- - Ho
said that ho belonged to the command
that captured Col Strelght of the 51st
Ind and that after Strelght surren ¬

dered there was not enough Confeder-
ates

¬
to guard the prisoners or in other

words Strelght had more men than the
Confederate commander who captured
him Please state If you can the
number of men Strelght surrendered
and the number he surrendered to and
oblige C T Hughes Blalr Xeb

Col Strelght surrendered in all 1365
men He had lost in killed and wound ¬

ed 100 and he estimated that he had
killed and wounded five times thatmany rebels There is no possible wa
ui ittunig now many men Forrest Hadafter him Forrest had his whole Vi
vision besides all the troops that he
could draw in from the country through
wnicn atreignt passed it was some ¬

thing like the John Morgan raid where
there were enough men after Morgan
to- eat him and his whole command
Editor Xational Tribune

The Deflclt Wont Work
C B Dennis Hammond La saya

that it is all right for any Adminittra
tlon to be careful as to public expendi ¬
tures but this thing has been worked
too hard to deprive the veterans ol
what is due them Every day brings
some new Instance of lavish expendi-
ture

¬
of public money for the Panama

Canal or raising the salaries of tho
menibers of the Interstate Commerce
Commission from 7500 to 10000 per
year without a Jar upon the sensitive
nerves of the public economists They
are only disturbed when there is an In-
crease

¬

of expenditure to the men to
whom the country owes everything
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